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Since the atepparent-stepehild relationship ereated by petitioner’s marriage
in 1932 to the father of the beneficiary (beneficiary then 8 years of age)
did not cease to exist when the marriage creating such relationship was
terminated by death of beneficiary’s father in 1954 but there was a con-
tinuing relationship thereafter between petitioner and beneficiary, peti-
tioner is regarded as the stepmother of beneficiary for immigration pur-
pose and her petition to accord beneficiary preference classification under
section 203(a) (1) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as amended, as
a stepdaughter, is approved. [Mattor of Simicevie, 10 1. & N. Dec. 363,
and Matter of Varela, Int. Dec. No. 2020, distinguished.] :

The visa petition for preference classification under section

203 (a) (1) of the Immigration and Nationality Act was approved

by the District Director on November 23, 1970. However, he cer-

tified the case to this Board because of its possible effect on Mat-
ter of Simicevic, 10 I. & N. Dec. 363 (BIA, 1963).

The petitioner, a native of Yugoslavia, naturalized citizen of
the United States, asserts that the 47-year-old female beneficiary,
a native of Algeria, is entitled to first preference classification as
her stepdaughter. The record contains the following faets con-
cerning the claimed relationship: The beneficiary’s natural
mother died in 1931 and her father married the petitioner in Al-
geria in 1932, At that time the beneficiary, then eight years old,
along with the beneficiary’s two brothers and one sister, children
of her father and natural mother, began to live in the home of

" their father and newly acquired stepmother, except for time
spent away at school some one hundred miles away. This family
_ relationship continued until the death of the beneficiary’s father
in 1954. Following the father’s death, only the younger brother of
the beneficiary continued to reside with petitioner, remaining
- until 1956, when he married. Petitioner came to the United States
in 1959 and married her preseni husband the same year. Peti-
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